Crocidura canariensis Hurrerer, 1oPrz-Jurapo & Vocer, 1987
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It has been argued, on the basis of a mandibular study,
that C. canariensis should be treated as a subspecies of
C. sicula. However, other biological and morphological
information support its specific status. A revision of the
entire group is required.

Distribution

Endemic to the eastern Canary Islands. Occurs on
Fuerteventura, Lobos, Lanzarote and Mt. Clara.

Geographic variation

The shrews of Mt. Clara are larger and paler than the
shrews living on the other islands.

Habitat

Canary shrews live in barren lava fields which are locally
called ‘malpais’, and in other rocky areas. They live also
in nearby gardens and agricultural land. On Mt. Clara,
they occur in coastal sand dunes.

Population status

Appears to be common in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote,
based on the analysis of barn owl pellets. Large portions
of its principal habitat, the malpais, have been destroyed
in the past. Other portions remain within nature
reserves. The species is now extinct on Graciosa and
Alegranza, from which the islands Holocene fossils are
known.
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International legal & conservation status

Bern Convention, Appendix II.
EU Habitats & Species Directive, Annex IV.
IUCN Red List, Vulnerable.
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