Rhinolophus euryale Brisis, 1853

P. Twisk

Distribution

World: Palaearctic; north-western Africa (Morocco to
Tunisia), southern Europe, Near Orient to Turkmenia,
and Iran.

Europe: southern part of the continent, north to central
France, southern Slovakia and western Romania.
Present on large Mediterranean islands, but absent on
the Balearics.

Geographic variation

Four subspecies recognized; only the nominate form in
Europe.

Habitat

Roosts throughout the year in caves and artificial
underground shelters, rare in buildings. Nursing
colonies large, most often from 50 to 400 females, usually
located below 1000 m altitude. Frequently found in
clusters with Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, Myotis
emarginatus, and Miniopterus schreibersii during the
breeding season, and with R. ferrumequinum during
hibernation. Sex ratio in colonies about 1:1 during the
whole year, which is very uncommon in European bats.
Preys on moths and other insects within or near
vegetation, preferring areas with at least some bush and
arboreal cover. Sedentary, short range movements
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Mediterranean horseshoe bat
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between breeding and hibernation roosts. Longest
recorded movement 134 km.

Population status

Population decline of about 70% observed in France
between 1940 and 1980. All of the 83 colonies studied
disappeared or showed critical decrease due to
uncontrolled ringing, speleological disturbance in caves,
and intensive usage of organochlorine pesticides. A slow
recovery noticed between 1980 and 1987. A large
population decline reported from Slovakia, although
some colonies of 100-200 remain.

International legal & conservation status

Bern Convention, Appendix II.

Bonn Convention, Appendix II.

EU Habitats & Species Directive, Annex II & Annex IV.
TUCN Red List, Vulnerable.

Other information

Total protection of all of the cave roosts is urgently
required. In some areas of southern Iberia, its dropping
piles are used as fertilizer.
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