Rhinolophus mehelyi Marscuie, 1901

Confusion with morphologically similar species,
particularly R. euryale, has obscured its range in certain
regions.

Distribution

World: North Africa and southern Europe through Asia
Minor to Transcaucasia and western Iran.

Europe: the range probably discontinuous, with
populations in central and southern Iberia, southern
France, Balkan peninsula, south-eastern Romania, the
Caucasus, and some large Mediterranean islands.

Geographic variation

The subspecies R. mehelyi carpetanus Cabrera, 1904
(Iberian peninsula) and R. m. tunetae Deleuil & Labhé,
1955 (northern Africa) are not accepted by most authors.
The species is, therefore, considered to be monotypic.

Habitat

Exclusively a cave-dwelling bat associated with
Mediterranean and sub-Mediterranean climates. During
parturition it is often found in dense colonies shared
with other species, such as Myotis myotis, M. blythii,
and Miniopterus schreibersii. Hibernates in less dense,
sometimes large colonies, which may also include
individuals of other species. Roosting requirements vary
throughout the year, forcing it to make migrations
between roosts. Movements of up to 90 km recorded.
Foraging behaviour unknown.
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Population status

Seems to be almost extinct in France and has declined
in various parts of its range.

International legal & conservation status

Bern Convention, Appendix II.

Bonn Convention, Appendix II.

EU Habitats & Species Directive, Annex II & Annex IV.
IUCN Red List, Vulnerable.

Other information

The species’ dependence on underground cavities of
fairly large dimensions restricts the number of available
roosts and concentrates its populations. Disturbance and
roost damage are the most serious threats.
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