Microtus arvalis (Paiias, 1778)

P. Barrett

Can be distinguished from other sympatric voles by
shorter and lighter coat, less hairy ears, and tooth
morphology. Sympatric (M. rossiaemeridionalis Ognev,
1924) or parapatric (M. obscurus (Eversmann, 1841))
sibling species can be safely differentiated only by
karyological examination.

Distribution

European endemic species. Continuous range from
Atlantic coast of France to central Russia with isolated
populations on the Iberian peninsula. Absent from the
British Isles (except Orkney Islands), Mediterranean,
most of Fennoscandia, and northern Russia. Eastern
distribution limits in Ukraine and Russia, from the
Dniester River towards the north-east. In eastern Russia
replaced by a sibling species, M. obscurus.

Geographic variation

More than 20 subspecies recognized in Europe. The
status of most of them is questionable. Insular
populations confined to certain Atlantic islands (Yeu,
Guernsey, Orkney Islands) deserve particular interest,
and some of them have been described as separate
subspecies (e.g., M. arvalis orcadensis Millais, 1904,
characterized by large body size). However, no
karyotypic differences have yet been reported between
insular and mainland populations.
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Common vole

AL - W Feldmaus

BG O6ukHOBeHa moneBKa v Lauku strupaste

CZ Hrabos polni MK  ObuuHa modjaHKa

DE  Feldmaus MT -

DK Sydmarkmus NL  Veldmuis

EE  Pold-uruhiir NO  Sgrmarkmus

ES  Topillo campesino PL  Polnik

F Kenttdmyyrd PT -

FO - RO Soarecele de cimp

FR  Campagnol des champs RU  OG6nIkHOBeHHAsA HOMEBKA
GR  Apoupaioc SE Faltsork

HR  Poljska voluharica Sl Poljska voluharica

HU  Mezei pocok SK Hrabos pol'ny

R - TR Kisa kuyruklu adi tarla
iS5 Akurstiufa faresi

T Arvicola campestre YU ITosbcra Bodyxapunia

T Paprastasis pelénas

Population status

Common, with pronounced fluctuations in population
density. More than 1000 ind./ha reported in peak years.

Habitat

Open cultivated agricultural land, grazed pastures, short
meadows. Builds tunnel system with nests and storage
chambers. Tunnels connected by surface runways. Feeds
mainly on green parts of plants and grasses.

International legal & conservation status

None.

Other information

Serious pest of agriculture. It may be a vector of various
diseases.
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