Arvicola sapidus Miizr, 1908

T. McOwat

Similar in size and habits to the aquatic form of A.
terrestris, but differs in morphological characters (skull,
baculum) and chromosomal number (A. sapidus : 2N =
40; A. terrestris : 2N = 36).

Distribution

Endemic to south-western Europe, i.e., Portugal, Spain
and France. Sympatry with A. terrestris is not well
known, but probably restricted merely to fossorial
populations of A. terrestris in central France, the
Pyrénées and northern Iberian peninsula.

Geographic variation

Two subspecies are recognized: a dark form, A. sapidus
tenebricus Miller, 1908, in the northern part of the
distribution range (France, northern Spain) and a paler
morph, A. s. sapidus, in the rest of the Iberian peninsula.

Habitat

Always associated with water (streams, marshes).
Occurs mostly along slowly flowing streams with
abundant vegetation from sea level up to 1600 m in the
Alps, 2000 m in the Pyrénées and 2300 m in the Sierra
Nevada. Swims well and digs its burrows in river banks.
Diet is mainly herbivorous, with occasional animal items.

Population status

Apparently under threat in many areas. Limited to
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wetlands and streams where banks and riparian
vegetation have not been altered. Population fluctuations
are not known, but highest densities probably do not
exceed 5 ind./100 m of river bank. Not known to cause
damage to crops.

International legal & conservation status
IUCN Red List, Lower Risk — near threatened.
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