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Felis silvestris ScHrEBER, 1775

Some earlier authors followed a two-species concept for
the European members of Felis silvestris, separating
some Mediterranean island populations as Felis libyca.
There is some influence of crossbreeding with domestic
cats Felis catus, with hybrids sometimes being mistaken
for wildcats. Some research problems still exist for the
nature of so-called wildcats of Mediterranean islands,
where an anthropogenic origin must be assumed.

Distribution

World: Europe south of 52°N and Scotland; throughout
Africa, as well as in south-west, south and central Asia
(mainly E silvestris ornata Gray, 1830 group) east to
western China and Mongolia.

Europe: formerly only absent in Fennoscandia and in
the north-east. A massive decline resulted in relict
scattered populations. Regional recolonization has
started in recent decades and reintroduction
programmes have also extended the distribution. The
picture is masked by feral cats and by hybridization.

Geographic variation

Members of the E silvestris silvestris group and the
(mainly African) . s. libyca Forster, 1780 group live in
Europe. The latter is found in Sardinia. South Iberian
silvestris group cats show some characteristics of their
own (E s. tartessia Miller, 1907). The population of
Scotland (F s. grampia Miller, 1907) also differs from
the mainland ones.
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Wildcat
AL Macja e eger 17 Laukiné katé; Vilpisys
BG [MHwBa KoTKa W Weéll Kaz

¢z Kocka divoka
pE  Wildkatze

pk Vildkat

FE Metskass

£s  Gato montés

Fl  Metsakissa

Fo Villkattur

FR Chat sauvage
GR Aypioyata

HR Divlja macka
HU Vadmacska

R -

s BEvrépski villikottur
T Gatto selvatico

v Meza kakis

MK [luBa Madka

MT Qattus Salvagg
NL Wilde kat

NO Villkatt

PL Zbik

PT Gato-bravo; Gato-cabeganas
RO Pisici sdlbaticd
RU JIHKAS KOIIKa
St Vildkatt

sI Divja macka

Sk Macka lesna

TR Yaban kedisi

YU uemsa Mavdka

Habitat

The wildcat prefers deciduous forests with dominant
oak, followed by beech and mixed forests. The existence
of clearings seems to be as important as is the availability
of dense shrubby, vegetation and rock crevices, providing
the cat with shelter and well-stocked hunting ground.
The wildcat is an opportunistic feeder, mainly depending
on rodent and lagomorph prey.

Population status

Progressive habitat destruction and hunting pressure
resulted in population fragmentation and decline, with
a nadir in the first half of the 20th century. Some recovery
has been observed in recent decades. Healthy
populations are found in France, Germany, the
Carpathians, parts of the Iberian peninsula and Italy.

International legal & conservation status

Bern Convention, Appendix IL.

EU Habitats & Species Directive, Annex IV.
CITES, Appendix IT. EC 338/97, Annex A.
TUCN Red List, Vulnerable (F s. grampia only).

Other information

Snow cover seems to be the most critical factor affecting
distribution. A snow layer of more than 20 cm impairs
locomotion. Lynx reintroduction programmes may
negatively affect wildcat population density, but this is
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not proved. Control of feral domestic cats is a special
problem in wildcat conservation.
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