Lynx lynx (Linnaeys, 1758)

The evolutionary position of the lynxes is still open to
debate. There are reasonable arguments to classify them
near the true Felis species, but a closer relationship with
the pantherines is also possible. Therefore lynxes may
be ranked taxonomically as a subgenus Lynx within the
genus Felis or as their own genus Lynx. Formerly there
was a one-species concept for all lynxes in Europe, but
at present authors agree that there are actually two
different species: the (northern) lynx Lynx Iynx and the
Iberian or Pardel lynx Lynx pardinus.

Distribution

World: from Europe to Siberia and south-west and
central Asian mountain regions.

Europe: formerly widely distributed over the forested
areas of the mainland, with the exception of the Iberian
peninsula. The extinction of the species during recent
centuries left populations throughout Scandinavia, in
north-eastern Europe, in the Carpathian mountains and
in the Balkans. Some lynxes may also have survived in
the Pyrénées. New populations have been founded by
reintroduction in the Vosges and Jura mountains, in the
Alps and in Slovenia and Croatia, using Carpathian
lynxes.

Geographic variation

Three population lines are recognizable: the now-extinct
lynxes of the western Alps (not to be confused with the
modern introduced population), possibly surviving in
the Pyrénées (Lynx lynx spelaens or even Lynx spelaens
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(Boule, 1906)), the lynxes of southern Scandinavia, the
Carpathians and the Balkans (Lynx lynx lynx); the lynxes
of the north-east (Lynx lynx melinus (Kerr, 1792)), and
a lynx-melinus transition zone in the Scandinavian
north.

Habitat

The long-legged and large-footed lynx is well adapted
to snow cover. In Europe it is clearly associated with
forested regions. Dense populations are found wherever
there is a good availability of roe deer. Populations have
lower densities where hares are the main prey.

Population status

Hunting pressure and habitat destruction resulted in the
extinction of the species in all regions with strong
anthropogenic landscape conversion. The remaining
populations are judged to be mainly stable.
Reintroduction programmes produced the problem of
acceptance by local human populations.

International legal & conservation status

Bern Convention, Appendix III.

EU Habitats & Species Directive, Annex IT & Annex 1V
(excluding Finnish population).

CITES, Appendix 1. EC 338/97, Annex A.







