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The Eurasian beaver (Castor fiber Linnaeus,
1758) is Europe’s largest rodent. After
centuries of regional extinction, its return
to several Iberian river basins have recently
drawn increasing attention (Cefia ez al. 2004,
Calderdn et al. 2022, Burédn et al. 2023, Ansén
& Garcfa-Prendes 2024). This note reports
the first confirmed presence of a beaver in the
Manzanares River, located in the Distrito de
Fuencarral - El Pardo area, on the northern edge
of Madrid city, within the Tagus River basin.
The specific coordinates for the observation are
Lat: 40.527967, Lon: -3.782954, placing the
sighting in a publicly accessible forested area.

Over several visits to the area during April
2025, consistent and unmistakable signs
of beaver activity were recorded along the
riverbank of the Manzanares, particularly
along the “Senda Fluvial” by Mingorrubio and
El Pardo. These included gnawed branches,
characteristic incisor marks on tree trunks, and
small cleared access paths leading to the water
(Fig. 1). These traces, observed repeatedly
across consecutive days, strongly suggest the
presence of at least one individual.

This observation is especially noteworthy
due to the periurban setting and the limited
ecological connectivity to previously known
beaver locations. The finding coincided with

a notable increase in river flow during the last
month, pushing the river above its usual course,
though it remains unclear whether this has
influenced the beaver’s arrival. While natural
upstream dispersal cannot be entirely ruled out
-since beavers have been recorded in the Tagus
River, albeit at a considerable distance from this
site, in Zorita de los Canes, Guadalajara (Ansén

Figure 1. Characteristic incisor marks on tree
trunks
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& Garcia-Prendes 2024)- such a journey would
have required the animal to travel more than100
km, ascending the Jarama and Manzanares
rivers and crossing highly urbanized areas.
This is the first recorded sighting in the basin
outside the Tagus River itself, and the first for
the Community of Madrid. The most likely
explanation, as seen in other Iberian records, is
an unregulated or unauthorized introduction.
This could potentially be another case of
the controversial practice known as “beaver
bombing” (Mathews & Kendall 2023).

The presence of C. fiberin this Mediterranean
river section underscores the urgent need for
systematic monitoring of its expansion in
central Spain and a better understanding of
its ecological impacts in human-dominated
landscapes.
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