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The beaver returns to Portugal: new presence of Castor fiber in the

Douro river

El castor vuelve a Portugal: nueva presencia de Castor fiber en el rio Duero
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The Eurasian beaver (Cuastor fiber Linnaeus,
1758) is a large semiaquatic rodent that plays an
important ecological role in freshwaters systems.
The species was hunted to extirpation in most of
its native range, and in the beginning of the 20*
century populations remained only in a few refuges
in Europe and Asia. Since then, the species has
recovered much of its former distribution (Halley ez
al. 2021). In the Iberian Peninsula, the beaver came
back in 2003 by way of unlicensed translocations
in the Ebro river basin (Cefia ez al. 2004). Despite
initial eradication efforts by Spanish authorities, the
beaver was later recognized as a native species and
given protection status. In recent years, the beaver
has been reported in other river systems, such as
the Douro (Calderon ez al. 2022). The species is
also native to Portugal, as attested by archeological
findings (Antunes 1989). Extinction in Iberia
happened in historical times, but it is still unclear
during which period (Romédn & Aguilar-Gémez
2023). Here we report the return of the beaver to
Portugal.

Since the observation of the species in the
Tormes river, near the national border, by Calderon
et al. (2022), we carried out regular sign surveys

Figure 1. Eurasian beaver (Castor fiber) registered through
camera trapping in the Douro river, Portugal.

along the Portuguese bank of the Douro river, in
Mogadouro municipality. In March 2025 we found
the first signs on Portuguese territory, in the form
of gnawed branches of different ages, and later
obtained camera-trapping images of at least one
beaver during several days (Fig. 1). We expect that
the individual present at this location originated in
the population of the Spanish Tormes river.

Considering the potential expansion of the
species in the country, we believe that Portuguese
authorities should also recognize the European
beaver as native, providing it with protected status
and implement a monitoring and coexistence
strategy together with relevant entities in civil
society.
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